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A: Todos los Estados Miembros de la OMI
Naciones Unidas y organismos especializados
Organizaciones intergubernamentales

Organizaciones no gubernamentales que gozan de caracter consultivo ante
la OMI

Asunto: Coronavirus (COVID 19) - Protocolos para mitigar los riesgos de que se
produzcan casos a bordo de buques

El Secretario General ha recibido los Protocolos adjuntos sobre el Coronavirus (COVID-19),
para mitigar los riesgos de que se produzcan casos a bordo de buques, que han elaborado
las siguientes asociaciones no gubernamentales que gozan de caracter consultivo ante la
Organizacion: la ICS, INTERTANKO y la IMHA. Se invita a los Estados Miembros y a las
organizaciones internacionales a que hagan uso de los Protocolos segln estimen necesario,
y las distribuyan a todas las partes interesadas, segln se considere apropiado.
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€ Intarnational Chamber of Shipping. IMHA and INTERTANKO

While the advice given in this Guidance has been developed using the best information
available, it is mtended purely as guidance to be used at the user’s own risk. No responsibility
is acoeptad by Manisac Publications or by the International Chamber of Shipping, IMHA,
INTERTANKO or by any person, firm, corporation or organisation who or which has been in
any way conoerned with the furnishing of information or data, the compilation, publication or
any translation, supply or sale of this Guidance for the accuracy of any information or advice
gven harain or for any omission herefrom or from any consequences whatsoever resulting
directly or indireotly from compliance with or adoption of guidance contained therein even if
caused by a failure to exercise reasonable care.

B e
& IMHA

X INTERTANKO

The International Chamber of Shipping (IGS) is the global trade association representing national
shipowners' associations from Asia, the Americas and Europe and more than 80% of the

world merchant fleet. Established in 1921, 10S is concerned with all aspects of maritime affairs
particularly maritime safety, environmental protection, maritime law and employment affairs,
ICS enjoys consultative status with the UN International Maritime Organization (IMO),
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) 3 =
Protocols to Mitigate the Risks of Cases On Board Ships

1. Introduction

As we progress through the COVID-12 pandemio, it is vital to keep trade moving. To do that, we must ensuro
that crew can embark and disembark safely and efficiently,

108, IMHA and INTERTANKO have oreated two tools to help ship operators manage cases on board:

a flowchart to help identify the process to follow when managing a larger number of suspect cases of
COVID-19 on board: and a POR testing proceduras matrix to halp identify what to do and when priorto
boarding and if a suspect casa is identified on tha ship.

2. Decision Making for On Board Suspected or Confirmed COVID-19
Cases

A flowchart attachad at Annex A identifies the process to follow when managing a larger number of
potential cases of Coronavirus (COVID-12} on board. f COVID-19 cannot be satisfactorily excluded.,
seafarars must be treated as positive casas until further assessment shorasile or complate resolution of
symptoms and isolation for 14 days. Isolation is critical in attempting to control the spread of disease on
board. During the isolation period the seafarers should not work and should be disembarked at the nearest
appropriate port, In deciding on the nearest appropriate port, medical facility capabilities ashore should be
oonsiderad,

Affected seafarers should not be allowed to work and a risk assessment should be undertaken to ensure
that the ship can safely undertake operations. Due regard should be taken of the safe manning oertification
and close liaison with the flag State must be maintained.

Isolate all patients in the sickbay, or in their own cabins, and ensure they wear medioal face masks when
mixing with othar people. Patients should hava access to bathrooms not used by others.

3. PCR Testing Procedures Matrix

A PCR testing procadures matrix attachad at Annex B identifies what to do and when prior to boarding and
also if COVID-19 is identified on board a ship.

Evidence suggests that asymptomatic persons still carry COVID-19 and transmit it to others. Testing:

+ Can identify parsons not identified by other screening measures;

+ Should ideally be conducted on embarkation in ports or tarminals, where tasts are available by port health
authority represantatives; and

+ Should currently be conducted using polymerasa chain reaction (PCR) tests, which involve a swab of the
nase or throat, This recommendation may change once new tasts are available,

Any seafarers tasting positive should not board the ship and should receive further medical assessment
ortests,

A negative PCR test does not guarantee seafarers are not infected vath COVID-19 and could still potentially
carry it on board the ship.

Any seafarers about to join the ship developing any symptoms should not be boarded and should recewve
further medical advice,

The ability to test seafarers before embarkation depends on many factors including testing availability in
ports and terminals.

!'l.n
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Coronavirus (COVID-19)
Protocols to Mitigate the Risks of Cases On Board Ships

Seafarers may become infected while travelling to a ship, so the best time to test for COVID-19 to reduca
infection nsks on board ship is in the port or terminal before embarkation, by isolating the seafarer ashore
while awaiting the test result.

Testing before deployment to travel to a shipc
+ Can raduce nsks associated with COVID-19;
« May be a pre-requisite for travel by relevant authorities; and

+ Avoids seafarers travelling to the ship who might not be allowed to board due to a positiva test or
soreening upon embarkation and transmission to others during travel.

Early testing of seafarers suspected of having COVID-19 can help to mitigate spread to others on board ship
and identify who else needs to be testad.
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Coronavirus (COVID-19)

Protocols to Mitigate the Risks of Cases On Board Ships

Annex A

Deecision Making for On Board Suspectad or Confirmed QOVIDA19 Cases
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Annex B

POR Testing Procaduras Matrix
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